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Bad  Blood,  A  Cautionary  Tale  is  a  feature-­length  

Bad  Blood  

Producer  of  Bad  Blood,“Marilyn  Ness  is  a  two-­time  

Emmy  Award-­winning  documentary  producer.    She  

Bad  Blood  and  Genome:  The  Future  Is  Now.    Prior  to  

that,  Ness  spent  four  years  as  a  producer  for  director  

Ric  Burns,  collaborating  on  four  award-­winning  PBS  

with  

her  husband  and  two  sons.”*

Bad  Blood

Susan  Moore:
Bad  Blood  

Marilyn  Ness:    Growing  up  with  Mathew  Kleiner  in  

community  through  the  1970s  and  1980s,  I  was  completely  

to  be  told.

An  Interview  with  
Marilyn  Ness

By  Susan  Moore
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SM:

MN:    By  the  time  I  came  to  this  
story  much  of  the  general  public  

had  long  since  lost  sight  of  

how  the  hemophilia  community  

had  been  so  decimated  by  the  

strong  feelings  of  discrimination  

1980s  and  early  1990s  fearing  

status  after  watching  so  many  

Matt  can  be  credited  with  educating  many  of  the  students  

much  of  society.

SM:    
“That’s  a  wrap!”

MN:    Filming  began  with  Matt  in  1999,  shortly  after  

appearances  in  his  litigation  against  the  pharmaceutical  

appointments,  the  courthouse,  infusing  factor,  and  in  

SM:  

MN:    
through  the  years  I  realized  

I  needed  to  expand  the  story,  

both  for  practical  reasons,  and  

because  there  would  be  more  

power  for  an  audience  if  they    

understood  this  happened  to  

stories  I  wanted  to  include  and  

my  team  and  I  then  went  on  to  

cast  different  people  who  could  

story.    For  instance,  we  wanted  

someone  from  NHF,  someone  

whose  story  would  show  the  impact  on  spouses  and  

how  to  use  all  of  these  stories  to  tell  one  coherent  whole.

SM:    

MN:    Fundraising  was  the  most  challenging.    It  was  hard  

important  (though  now  that  it  is  done  audiences  seem  to  

SM:    

MN:    

completely  understand.    This  is  a  community  that  felt  
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politicians.    So  people  did  not  warm  up  instantly.    My  

we  had  shown  to  all  parties  we  had  thoroughly  done  

materials  came.

SM:    

whether  it  was  the  

MN:    
they  feel  about  this  “perfect  storm  of  failure.”    This  was  

parsing  the  shades  of  grey.

SM:    

MN:    

Experience,  the  premiere  historical  documentary  series  

part  of  my  mission.

SM:    

MN:    As  with  casting  the  families,  we  were  focusing  on  

thoughtful  on  her  failures  and  accomplishments  in  this  

community.

as  far  as  I  was  

concerned  and  it  

was  fortuitous  that  

I  approached  him  

patient  leader  within  NHF  and  to  try  to  shed  light  on  the  

actions  of  NHF,  particularly  those  decisions  made  by  

those  affected  by  hemophilia  whether  personally  or  in  

their  families.

Again,  each  person  was  chosen  for  the  part  of  the  story  

SM:    

MN:    

of  Hyland  Baxter  who  had  since  left  hemophilia  

The  only  stipulation:  it  had  to  be  someone  in  a  leadership  

for  industry  during  the  crisis  and  was,  in  

com  website  in  the  coming  months.

SM:    

“However, I do not believe the lessons 
from this tragedy have been learned...”
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MN:    It  is  my  belief  that  
the  hemophilia  community  

did  manage  to  safeguard  

the  nation’s  blood  supply  

of  their  therapeutics  in  

of  the  things  I  admire  most  

about  this  community  and  

one  of  the  most  important  

can
difference.

the  lessons  from  this  

hope  that  with  the  PBS  broadcast  and  our  efforts  to  

and  public  health  schools,  that  the  cautionary  tale  

industry  for  all  Americans.

SM:  

MN:    

the  public  policies  with  the  personal  stories  shed  new  light  

is  being  used  by  at  least  four  of  the  companies  in  training  

for  all  new  employees.    That  is  an  incredibly  satisfying  

SM:    

MN:    

SM:    

MN:    I  am  creating  a  

to  celebrate  the  history  

and  accomplishments  

been  in  existence.    They  

but  extraordinarily  

there  would  be  much  less  suffering  in  the  world.    It  has  

beings.    It  has  restored  my  faith  in  people  and  only  further  

strengthened  my  admiration  for  this  unique  community.

Bad  Blood,  A  Cautionary  Tale

Bad  Blood

Bad  Blood,  
A  Cautionary  Tale
  


